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Madison, Wisconsin -- Stephen P. Sinnott, United States Attorney for the Western

District of Wisconsin, announced that Gene Shimko, 60, of Exeland, Wisconsin, pleaded

guilty today before Chief U.S. District Judge Barbara B. Crabb to unsafely dumping

septic waste on agricultural fields in Sawyer County.  Shimko faces three years in prison

and a $250,000 fine.  

Shimko did business as Gene’s Sanitary Service, a business located in Exeland,

that collected domestic septage from domestic septic tanks, cess pools, portable toilets,

and other domestic waste collection devices via tanker trucks, and then land applied the

septage to agriculture land.

Federal regulations require persons applying septic waste to agricultural land to

either inject the waste below the land's surface; incorporate the waste into the soil

within six hours; or raise the pH of the waste to 12 or higher by alkaline (lime) addition

and assure that the pH remains higher than 12 for 30 minutes.  There are two purposes

behind the regulation: (1) to reduce the attractiveness of septic waste to disease-carrying

organisms such as flies and rodents; and (2) to protect against  over application of

nitrogen to agricultural land.

Shimko admitted that he knew of the regulations but did not inject the waste



below the land's surface or incorporate it into the land.  Shimko also admitted that he

had quit testing the pH of septic waste a few years prior to the charged offense on July

20, 2004.  

The indictment followed an investigation by the Wisconsin Department of

Natural Resources and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  Prosecution of this

case has been handled by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Stephen Ehlke and Timothy O'Shea.
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